
October is National 
Kitchen and  Bath Month
Protect your home’s plumbing 
system and your pocketbook 
with these tips:
l Do not put grease down the kitchen 
drain as it can solidify and cause plugging. 
Pour cooking grease into an empty coffee 
can or something similar. When it becomes 
full, toss it in the trash.

l Even if you use a garbage disposal, 
uncooked vegetables such as carrot and 
potato peels, broccoli stems, corn cobs or 
husks, asparagus, other fibrous fruits and 
vegetables, are best disposed of in the 
compost pile or the non recycling trash.

l Don’t wash coffee grounds, tea bags or 
egg shells down the sink. Remove paper 
and toss the rest in the compost pile or the 
non recycling trash.

l Pasta and rice may not pass through the 
garbage disposal—add to disposal slowly 
while running water. They are best 
disposed of in the compost pile or the non 
recycling trash.

l Minimize the 
organic solid wastes 
(ie food) that are put 
down the kitchen 
drain. Follow with 
water to flush the 
pipes.

l Do not put materials that cannot 
decompose down any drain.

l Do not allow hair to go down the 
bathroom drain if possible—instead, 
dispose of in the trash.

l The performance of your disposal system 
can be improved by regularly applying a 
mixture of baking soda and vinegar or an 
organic type drain cleaner.

HOME WARRANTY FURNACE/HEAT SYSTEM TIP: Fall is a good 
time to check your furnace for proper operation. Turn your system 
to the heat function and be sure it is heating properly. If you 
discover there is a problem, give your Home Warranty company a 
call! It’s always a good idea to  get help  before the cold weather 
arrives. If your furnace/heat system should go out during winter, 
you might have to wait a few very cold days for a service person 
to arrive during this busy season.

October 14th: Columbus Day  
(Federal Holiday)

October 31st: Halloween

Halloween Safety Month

National Chili Month

National Kitchen & Bath Month 

Home Safe  
HALLOWEEN Home
l Welcome trick-or-treaters with your 
porch lights and any exterior lights on. 

l Patrol your street occasionally to discourage 
speeding motorists, acts of malicious mischief 
and crimes against children. 

l Candlelit jack-o-lanterns should be kept 
clear of doorsteps and landings. 

l Consider using flashlights instead of 
candles to light jack-o-lanterns. 

l Set a time limit for your children to “trick-
or-treat.” Also designate a specific route for 
them to take. 

l Feed the kids before they go so they will 
be less likely to eat the treats before they 
get home. Warn them not to eat anything 
before you inspect it.

Pet Safety 
l Don’t leave your pet out in the yard on 
Halloween. There are plenty of stories of 
pranksters on this night. 

l Trick-or-treat candies are not for pets. 
Chocolate is poisonous to a lot of animals. 
Tin foil and candy wrappers can be 
hazardous if swallowed. 

l Be careful of pets around a lit pumpkin. 
Pets may knock it over and cause a fire. 
Curious kittens especially run the risk of 
getting burned. 

l Don’t dress the dog in 
costume unless you know he 
loves it. Otherwise, it puts a 
lot of stress on the animal. 

l Be careful your cat or dog doesn’t dart 
out through the open door. 

Over the Fence
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O V E R  T H E  F E N C E

Ingredients

2 cups all-purpose flour

1 tablespoon sugar

2 teaspoons baking powder

1 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon baking soda

3 tablespoons chilled butter, cut into 
small pieces

3/4 cup (3 ounces) shredded reduced-fat 
sharp cheddar cheese

1/4 cup finely chopped green onions

1 cup fat-free buttermilk

1/2 cup fat-free sour cream

Cooking spray

Preparation

Preheat oven to 450°.

Lightly spoon flour into dry measuring 
cups; level with a knife. Combine flour, 
sugar, baking powder, salt, and baking 
soda in a large bowl, stirring with a whisk. 

SOUR CREAM, CHEDDAR, AND GREEN ONION DROP BISCUITS

Celebrate National Chili Month and  
Host a Chili Party
Place a pot of chili on the sideboard, surround it with simple make-ahead 
accompaniments and this no-fuss buffet practically serves itself.

If a gathering of friends and family looms on your horizon, we’ve created a 
mix-and-match chili buffet menu designed for easy entertaining. This simple 
serve-yourself buffet is perfect for casual gatherings. 

Rustle up a stew pot or two of chili, and surround it with some deliciously 
simple accompaniments. Chili serves a gang, is informal, and can be made 
ahead and reheated before serving. Most chili is even better the next day.

For a bread accompaniment, try Sour Cream, Cheddar, and Green Onion Drop 
Biscuits. Serve on a buffet spread with assorted chili toppings: sour cream, 
chopped green onions, chopped tomato, and shredded cheese. Round out the 
menu with trustworthy sidekicks like coleslaw, cheesy breads, creamy spinach 
dip, and brownies.
Article courtesy of Cooking Light

Cut in butter with a pastry blender or 2 
knives until mixture resembles coarse 
meal. Add cheese and onions; toss well. 
Add buttermilk and sour cream; stir just 
until moist.

Drop dough by 1/4 cupfuls onto a baking 
sheet coated with cooking spray. Bake at 
450° for 15 minutes or until edges are 
brown. Remove biscuits from pan; cool on 
wire racks.
 Cooking Light

Repair, Replace, Relax with 
Fidelity National Home Warranty 
(FNHW). A home warranty from FNHW 
provides both the home buyer and seller 
with “peace of mind” when it comes to 

repairs and/or replacement of a home’s major systems 
and appliances. FNHW prides itself on superior customer 
service, including quick response time and efficient 
solutions for homeowners’  problems and needs. 

If you are thinking of buying or selling 
a home in the near future, please call  
for a personal interview and property 
assessment with no obligation.
This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another 
agent. These materials contain information and articles obtained from third parties. 

FNHW does not endorse the recommendations of any third party nor guarantee the 
information provided is complete or correct. 
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